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INTRODUCTION

A time of great shakings

The year 2011 has been a time of great shakings in the earth. There have been
shakings in the form of natural disasters, tsunamis caused by earthquakes at sea, earthquakes
on the land, floods, droughts causing famine, and there have been political shakings in many
nations especially in the Middle East and North Africa; as well there have been economic
shakings of many nations including the United States of America. At the time of writing,
violent rioting has broken out in a number of cities in England.

The kingdom will remain

The writer to the Hebrews, quoting from the book of Haggai, tells us that God has
promised to shake the earth and the heavens:* Yet once more | wil/| shal
but al so {(Hekel2:26)eTdevSeriptlre then says, * Now t hi s, “Yet on
indicates the removal of those things that are being shiakas of things that are made, that
thethingswhi ch cannot be Bldba2kke TisincauseGedns goingtd
fully establish His kingdom in the earth, * We ar e receiving a kingd
s h a k (g.28). Notice that we are receiving the kingdom of God in the earth. This is exactly
what Jesus instructed usto pray for:* Thy ki ngdom c¢ o meMattb:m0y wi | | b

In the light of the serious shakings of even this year, 2011, what sort of people should
we be and how should we respond? Scripture says, “ L e t us have wgmayce by
serve God acceptabl y wiHehl2:28.eTkee theeScriptiee ssgsn d g o d
“For our God isv2da consuming fire?”

The key words are grace and fire. Grace is God’s enabling power, enabling us to do
His will; to grow up in Christ, even unto perfection. Fire speaks of judgement and the
judgement is for the refining of the saints so that we will become more dependent upon grace.

The purpose of the shakings

What is the purpose of the shakings? The shakings are God’s judgement on those
things which can be shaken; those things which man has constructed in disobedience and
rebellion against God. What man has built throughout history began back in the book of
Genesis. Cain built a city dedicated to unrighteousness (Gen.4:17). The people of the earth,
after the flood, sought to build a city and a tower that would reach to heaven (Gen.11:4),
seeking to make themselves independent of God.

At the end of the age, God is shaking all that man has constructed until only His
kingdom remains. His judgement is as “ a ¢ o n s u rhiThergfore fthe judgéments
[shakings] are as fire, causing us to turn to God in full repentance and causing us to live a life
that is worthy of the calling “ wi t h  whi ch wgEphwB.rTee prada andl e d ”
independence of man will be dealt with. The meek will inherit the earth (Matt.5:5).

Jesussaid,”" Take My yoke upon you and | earn fro
heart and you wil | (Matt.bl®9).The phtase ovdyrin hgaotisthe s oul s
Greek word: @ a p e and latesaldy means low to the ground; the word signifies low estate,
lowly in position and power, humbM/e are all to learn from Jesus: “ Wh o , being in t

of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no

reput ati on, taking t h@EhilR:®%).@Bod betameaa mémamd dwele r vant °
among us (Jn.1:14). We can only know God by knowing Him in the lowly state of Him

having become manifest in the flesh; by meeting Jesus.



HOW ARE WE TO LIVE IN THESE DAYS?

» Sacrifices of righteousness
Firstly we need to practice living by faith, thus offering to God continually the
sacrifices of righteousness, putting our faith in God, offering our whole bodies to Him and
praising Him in every situation, being willing to share and contribute to the wellbeing of
others.

“Abraham believed God, and it wRom.4:3a ccount

As we live by faith and walk by grace, we will inherit the promise made to Abraham; we will
inherit the kingdom of heaven in the earth. Understanding the sacrifices that are acceptable to
God, brings us back to a Scriptural understanding of how to live and walk in the grace.

» Tithing and giving in the church today

Secondly we are to become obedient to the Biblical practice of tithing and giving in
the church today.

Tithing began with Abraham. Jacob, Abraham’s grandson, committed to tithing when
he received a revelation of the house of God in the earth.

There is much contending today, even in apostolic and prophetic circles, as to the
Scriptural reality of tithing. And yet tithing is the cornerstone of kingdom economics. This is
God’s way of supporting and releasing the five-fold ministries to bring the church to maturity
in these end times; these days of great shakings, thus building the house of God in the earth.

» Feed your belly and fill your stomach

Thirdly we are to truly be disciples of the word; then we will be disciples indeed and
we will know the truth and the truth will set us free (Jn.8:31-32).

In Ezekiel 3 there is a strong exhortation for us all to be serious disciples of the word
of God. If we are not serious disciples of the word of God, we will be shaken and we will fail
to see the manifestation of His glory.

For the word of God to be manifest in us and to be spoken effectively by us, the word
of God must be received by us.

» Paul’s charge to Timothy

Fourthly we are to return to the apostolic pattern and practice of the New Testament
church.

Paul, as an apostle, patterned for us how to disciple, train and raise sons in the
ministry. Such apostolic grace has been totally missing from much of the modern church.
Ministers are given positions on the basis of academic qualifications, or simply filling a
leadership position out of need. In the New Testament, Jesus raised the twelve to be as
Himself, entrusting them to do the work of building the church. Paul’s emphasis in the first
book of Timothy is on doctrine.

» The Commission

Fifthly the church is commissioned to bring all nations to the obedience of faith for the
sake of Jesus’ name (Rom.1:5).

It is time to return to the Scriptures and to carefully discern and follow the pattern set
by Jesus and so fully demonstrated for us in the ministry of Paul. It is time to understand and
to receive apostles and the grace that God is releasing to His whole church through apostles,
enabling the whole church to grow up and become the vehicle through which God will
demonstrate His kingdom in all the earth.



We are to raise sons who are beloved, faithful and true, enabled to do the work of the
ministry, giving earnest heed to doctrine, and thus dealing with the false doctrines that hold
the church in bondage.

» The Shaking and the Signet
Sixthly we need to understand what God is doing through the shakings and His answer
in restoring apostles to the church, thereby enabling the proper alignment of the church as
clearly set out in the New Testament.

There has certainly been many shakings this year [2011], and they continue. The
global economy appears to be very volatile and political crises continue in many countries.
The purpose of the shakings is that the people of the world turn to God. This must begin
with the people of the word, the believers.

God is emphasising that all the answers we need are in His word and the very fact that
God is restoring apostles to His church is a sign from God that He is going to complete His
work in the earth. Jesus began the work of building the church by raising the twelve apostles.
Zechariah says,” The hands of Zer ubbabethsloase,e | ai c
His hands shall also finish it. Then you will know that the LORD of Hosts has sent Me to
y 0 {Zech.4:9).
At the end of the age, Jesus is completing the building of His church by raising many
apostles, who are to minister as master builders, enabling all ministers and brethren to
function in the mature church (1Cor.3:10).

Through the apostles and the raising of all the five-fold ministers (Eph.4:11), Jesus
will bring His church to maturity, and through the church reveal His end time purposes: the
manifestation of His government in every realm in heaven and earth.



SACRIFICES ACCEPTABLE TO GOD

Hosea 6:6 says that God requires mercy not sacrifice. From Hebrews 10 we know
that God no longer requires sacrifices of bulls and goats: “ T h e r evlien iHeecame into the
world, He said: Sacrifice and offering You did not desire. But a body You have prepared for
Me . I n burnt of ferings and s adebld56cSuch f or :
sacrifices are not acceptable to God.
However we read in Scripture of some sacrifices that are acceptable to God, and these
are the ones we want to look at.

1) SACRIFICES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
In Psalm 4:5weread“ Of f er the sacrifices of righte
t he LORD [ YPAtthyWBU frust in God is the same as having faith in God. There
is a sacrifice of righteousness to be offered and the key is to put our trust in YAHWEH, or to
have faith in God.

When Moses was speaking blessings over the tribes of Israel in Deuteronomy 33, he
said to Zebulun, “ They shal/l call the peoples to the
sacrifices o019 Waaretna only sorcans t® & place where we offer a
sacrifice of righteousness, but we are to call others to that place also to offer the sacrifice of
righteousness.

At the end of David’s prayer of repentance in Psalm 51:19 he says,” Then You s ha
be pl eased with the sRavid had ¢omeets trueo repentanée,g ht e o u
acknowledging his sin and putting his faith in God to deliver and restore him.

The sacrifice of righteousness can only be offered after we have come to repentance
and been cleansed of all unrighteousness: “ | f we confess our sins, H e
forgive us our sins and tolimlliganse us from a

What is righteousness?
The Greek word for righteousness is: dikaiosune (dikah-yosoo-nay) meaning —

just, the quality of being right. Broadly the word suggests conformity to the reve:
all respects. It is both judicataGddrdeclares the believer righteous, in the sens
acquitting him, and imparts right§easRizgs Yoohinvealth @ 2Tim.4:8}

Jesus is the LORD our righteousness

The prophet Jeremiah prophesied about the coming of a Branch of righteousness in
Jeremiah 23:6: “ Now this is His name by which He wi
RlI GHT E OU S Nig BeBréw, YAHWEH Tsidkenu!

Jeremiah also prophesises that the bride church will be called by thisname: “ And t hi s
is the name by which she willbecalled THE L ORD OUR RI G#3I3BE®OUSNE S S
We are to be called righteous because we have been made righteous by Jesus!

Jesus became righteousness for us
Jesus is our righteousness,” For He made Him who knew no s
we might become the i ght eousness 20of.5:2G &Gall has done His part.



Through Jesus dying on the cross for our sins and rising again from the dead, He has imparted
to us His righteousness. We receive this by faith, by putting our trust in Him.

We have no righteousness of ourown,“ As it i s written: There
not [[Rom@a:10.

Paul writes in Philippians 3:8-9 “ Y et i ndeed | al so count a
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered theofoss
all things, and count them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ, and be found in Him, not
having my own righteousness which is from the Idaur own efforts] but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faitiNothing we can do
will make us righteous; it is only by faith in Jesus Christ that we are made righteous.

Our righteousness is from Christ (Rom.5:17-21)

It is by grace that we receive the gift of righteousness through Jesus Christ. “ T hr ou g h
one Man’ s actthedréetgi®® came to all men, resulting in justification of life. For
as by one man’s disobedience many were made
many wi | | be MmMiBd®. Adam’gdisdbelionte drought condemnation and
death to mankind; Christ’s obedience brought justification and life to mankind thus making us
righteous.

Isaiah 64:6 refers to our righteousness as being like “* f i | t hbut insteadgvs Have
been clothed in His righteousness. “ | wi || greatl y myeqguloshal be i n t |
joyful in my God; for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me
with the robelsa6l:10ri ght eousness”

Our sacrifice of righteousness is having faith in Jesus

Psalm 4:5 said we are to put our trust in YAHWEH. This is the key. The sacrifice of
righteousness we are to make is to believe and receive all that Jesus did for us at the cross. It
IS to receive the precious gift of salvation and to believe that His blood has cleansed us from
our sin.

We are made righteous by the blood of Jesus. He shed His blood not only to forgive
oursins,butalso“ t o cl eanse us f r qudn.18)l This iufulmremigsiont e o u s n ¢
not only are our sins forgiven, but we are made righteous.

Walking by faith

It is by faith that we are justified:* Ther ef or e, having been jus
peace with God t hr ougFRombly htis ly aithdhat weeesten isto Chr i st
righteousness, that is, into right relationship with God. And this faith gives us a standing in
grace, “t hr ough whom al so we have access by f ai
(Rom.5:2), which then enables us to glory in tribulations (v.3).

We are to enter into the fullness of all that Jesus has done for us. This is the sacrifice
we are to make. Yes, we can believe in our minds that we are saved and that our sins have
been taken away, but in the times of trouble and tribulation, are we able to offer the sacrifices
of righteousness and trust in the Lord, knowing that He is well able to save and deliver us, no
matter what we may be facing or going through. It is the grace that enables us to stand in the
face of tribulation.

It is by faith that we offer our sacrifices of righteousness



We are to make a sacrifice
Let us look at the word ‘sacrifice’. In Deuteronomy 16:2 God instructed Moses “ Y o u
shall sacrifice the Passover to the LORD your God, from the flock and the heard, in the
pl ace where the LORD chooses to put Hi s name
The Hebrew word ‘sacrifice’ in this verse is zabach (zatvakh) meaning- to slay,

slaughter, or sacrifice. Whereas sacrifice in English sometimes suggests merely
or the giving of a costly gift, in Hebrew is involves the offering of a life.

{SFLB Word Wealth @ Deut.16:2}
Sacrifice means the offering of a life: Jesus became the Passover Lamb; He gave His
life so that we could be made righteous.

This brings us to the second sacrifice that is acceptable to God.

2) A SACRIFICE OF OUR LIVES

“ beseech you therefore, br etrdseneyour by t
bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfectavill GRomd.12:1.
We are to offer our lives to God as a living sacrifice. We need to die to our flesh life.
This is a sacrifice of putting to death the things of the flesh; no longer my will; no longer my
selfish desires; we are to deal with pride, with our own self-righteousness, etc.

It is no longer I who live

It is realising that “ | have been crucified with Chris
Christ lives in me, and the life which | now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of
God,wholovd me and gaveG#dR20sel f for me”

Remember that because of the sacrifice of righteousness we have a place to come to.
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne
grace t o hel pHeb.4nl6. We needto arhe baldby end dffer ourselves as that
living sacrifice.

Offer your whole body

We are to offer our whole body. This involves every part of our being: physical body,
soul life, including our mind, will and emotions, and spirit life. It is making Jesus Lord of
every part of our lives.

As we offer our physical bodies we can choose to believe that on the cross Jesus has
“born our griefs [sicknesse($d53:4. 0dr bodimara i ed o0
the temple of the Holy Spirit: “ Or ot aot know that your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit, who is in you, whom you CGn6e9).f rom Go

Weareto* set our mind on things above, not o
and your life is hidden with Ch i st  i(Gol.3:8 0k 'heed to fill our minds with godly
things. “ Fi nal | vy, brethren, whatever things are

things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of
good report if there is any virtue and it there is anything praiseworthymeditate on these
t hi rPhilst’8.



This is how we offer the sacrifice of our lives, and Romans 12:1 says that this is an
acceptable sacrifice to God.

Our focus is on Jesus

We offer the sacrifice of righteousness, which is fully embracing all that Jesus did for
us on the cross, putting our trust in Him. Our response is then to offer ourselves back to Him
as a living sacrifice — offering our bodies. Our focus is now on Jesus, not on ourselves.

We are now able to offer the third sacrifice.

3) THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

“Therefore by Him |l et us continually offe
fruit of our | ips, HE1IBNng t hanks to His name
We are exhorted to offer a sacrifice of praise to God, the fruit of our lips. This means
to speak out, to sing out loud, to make a joyful noise of praise unto God.
A sacrifice is costly; sometimes we may not feel like praising God, but it is at those
very times that we need to begin to speak out praises to Him; to speak out thankfulness for
who He is and for what He has done. If we will do this, our emotions will settle and we will
experience His peace.

Give thanks to the LORD

“1 wi || of f er t cank¥gwving, andvvell call apom thefnane efthe f  t h
LORD [ YAHPRNELBt]7”

“Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of t
rej oibRs.10n23.”"We are exhorted many times in the Psalms to speak out praise and
thanksgiving to God. This is an expression of our faith, remembering what He has done and
what He is going to do.

Thanksgiving = a sacrifice of praise
The Hebrew word for ‘thanksgiving’ is todah and means: thanks, thanksgiving,

adorati on, priafl isee JalcimidnpdBdliiBsverdt riam s | a
Wealth @ Ps.95:2}

In this wonderful chapter of restoration the prophet Jeremiah says that there will again
beheard“t he voice of jJjoy and the voice of gl ad
voice of he bride, the voice of those who will say: Praise the LORD of hosts, for the LORD
is good, for His mercy endures forever; and of those who will being the sacrifice of praise
i nto the housla.33dl Lettuhbe thoke @l Dvillingly bring the sacrifice of
praise into the house of the LORD!

Offer prayers with thanksgiving
Paul the apostle also exhorts us in his writings to be thankful people. Even when we
are making our requests known to God, we are to do so with “ t h a n k s(Bhil.4:6). Tifg "
result of this will bethat®* t he peace of God, which surpasse
your hearts and min@g8. through Christ Jesus”

Those who are filled with God’s spirit are able to offer this sacrifice. * Speaki ng t «
one another in psalms and Imyns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your



heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jes &ghb:0K0.i st ”

Flowing out of our praise filled, thankful hearts, comes the desire to fulfil the next
sacrifice.

4) A SACRIFICE OF SERVICE AND SHARING
The writer to the Hebrews says,” But do not forget to do goc¢
such sacrifi ces H&hAa3d6. It semletitol ‘do gpobdeaadste stlate’ are
sacrifices which please God.
In Paul’s letter to the Romans he exhorts themtobe “ di st ri buting to th
saints, giveRomt23).hospitality”

Jesus is our example

Jesus showed us how to serve. He said,“ The Son of Man did not
butto serve, and to give ({Mats20:28)i Jeses is #he greatests om f ©
servant of all, and He gave Himself for mankind.

“By this we know | ove, because He | aid dc¢
|l ay down our | i ¥Ja%1l6f or the brethren”

At the Last Supper, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet. He then said to them, “ | f | t hen
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet

(In.13:14). This is the heart attitude that we are to have: being willing to serve others gladly,
even in a sacrificial way.

The early church had a deep level of sharing
In Acts 2:42 we read of the first works of the early church. “ And t he y cont i
steadfastly in. ... the fellowship ..
This word ‘fellowship’ is the Greek word koinoniaand means: sharing, unity, close

association, partnership, participation, a society, a communion, fellowship, contri
{SFLB Word Wealth @ Acts 2:42}

We see from Acts 2:44-45 that there was a deep level of sharing among the brethren
in the early church. ©* Now al | who believed were together
and sold their possessions and goods, Itand di
seems people were willing to make this sacrifice, even to share goods and possessions with
one another.

Sharing your faith

The same word koinoniais used in Philemon v6, and here it is referring to the sharing
of your faith.® That the sharing of your faith may be:
of every goodthingwhch i s in you in Christ Jesus. "’

Sharing your faith can be a sacrifice. It may mean in some countries that you will lose
your life! Sharing of your faith is honouring Jesus, as you are speaking out your testimony of
what He has done in your life.



Sharing finances
Paul in his letter to the Philippians is praising them for their generosity. They had
prepared a financial gift for him, which they sent to him by Epaphroditus.

Paul believes that the sacrificial gift sent by the Philippians will yield spiritual fruit in
their lives, “* N ot t hat I seek the gift, but I seek
Indeed | have all and abound. | am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent
from you, a sweesmelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, Wwé pl easing t o
Phil.4:17-18. Paul calls this an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God!
The sacrifice of giving is pleasing to God

Sharing produces a spiritual result

In 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Paul is again speaking in the context of financial giving, and
he refers to such giving as ‘service’;* For t he administration of th
the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God, while,
through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for thobedience of your confession to
the gospel of Christ and for yo@213)l i beral sh

Generous giving not only meets the needs of others, but also produces spiritual results:
there will be thanksgiving to God and He will be glorified!
True sacrificial service brings glory to God

CONCLUSION
We have looked at four sacrifices that are acceptable to God.
9 Sacrifices of righteousness
1 A sacrifice of our lives
9 The sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
91 A sacrifice of serving and sharing

May we be willing to humble ourselves daily before God and to offer such sacrifices
that are pleasing and acceptable to Him.



TITHING AND GIVING IN THE
CHURCH TODAY

“But this | say: he who sows sparwangly w

bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not

grudgingly or of necessity [by compulsion]; for God lovegheerful givet 2Cor. 9:6-7.

A general offering for a specific need

These Scriptures are in the context of a general offering that Paul was overseeing the
collection of, among the churches he was responsible for. This offering had been announced
more than one year previously (v.2), so that the churches involved had plenty of time to
consider the offering and to consider their contribution.

“For the administration of this servi

ce n

al so is abounding t hr ougXorman Vhis offariagmwasstagi vi n g

help the Judean saints who were suffering because of temporal needs. When offerings are
given in the will of God, this leads to many thanksgivings to God. There is a release of joy
and thanksgiving.

The material support of ministers
In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul had spoken about the material support of
ministers. Referring to Christian ministers and specifically apostles, he quoted from the law of

Moses:* You shall not muzzl e an (€. 9:8)hPaul ixeclear t
that it is God’s will for those who “ havwn sopi ri t,todlr etalpi rygpu’r

t hi nlger.”9:11). Paul saysitisour“ r i gwii2).”
Paul likens those who preach the gospel as fulltime ministers to the priests who served

trec
mat

in the temple. He says, the priests “ wh o s er ve adke of theeoffeaiigt ddthe par t

al t@13).“"Even so the Lord has commanded
Il i ve fr omlCorh9eld. gospel ”

Paul’s instructions

So far in the two books to the Corinthians, we have found Paul addressing issues of
financial giving. There was an offering for needy saints, which was collected over an
extended period of time; and he gave instruction for the support of ministers and in the
context he is specifically referring to apostles (1Cor. 9:1-6).

According to one’s ability

The offering that was received was to be
according to whaCoh8el2). dVe shauld take tare rmotatos bertlen the
saints with continual appeals for finance. |1 have witnessed many times, the collection of
regular Sunday offerings being administered in a demanding and controlling way. Offerings
are to be freewill offerings, according to the ability of the giver, in obedience to God.

We should respect the integrity of God’s people to give as they are able, and not be
challenging them every time an offering is taken.

Receiving offerings

Ministers who are announcing and receiving offerings should be careful not to make
many ‘promises’ to the people, but to be straightforward with the brethren. If there is a need,
share the need; if the offering is simply for the upkeep and running of the local church then be
straightforward about that.

according to what

t hat t

one



Giving is by faith

It is unreal to promise God’s people that every time they give they are doing
something that will bring them prosperity. It should be obvious to the minister that if the same
people are coming to the meeting every Sunday, whether they are prospering or not.

Tithes and offerings are to be given in obedience to God by faith,
not to attain to some promigd state of prosperity.

HOW WERE THE MINISTERS TO BE SUPPORTED?
It is not clear how ministers were supported, unless we accept that tithing was and is a
normal practice in the New Testament church. Paul referred to his support coming from the
Philippian church. He said, * Now you Philippians know al so t
gospel, when | departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and
receiving Bhu4:l55y ou onl y”
We do not know the nature of this support that Paul received:
1 Was it tithing that the Philippian church had received?
1 Was it regular offerings or a special offering?
1 Was it a tithe of the tithe that the church sent to Paul?

We are not told, but we are told thatitwas“ a sweet smel | i ng acdficep ma, a |l
well pleagvild g to God”
Double honour

“Let the el ders who rule well be counted
who | abour i n t h@&TimmbalT. th thia cordext 8aal quotes iframehe law
about the ox being able to eat as it treads out the grain, andsays:“* The | abourer i s

hi s w@.Be Bhese Scriptures are talking about paying ministers and especially those
ministers who labour in the word and doctrine.
[The elders in the New Testament fulfilled the role of pastors.]

Again we ask the question: How was the money provided in the local churches for the
support of ministers? Was tithing the normal practice of the New Testament church?

In the first church
In the early chapters of Acts, there was no lack of giving. Brethren “ s ol d t hei 1
possessions and goods and divi dAeetd2:46)hem among
“Nor was there any among them who | acked:
or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things were sold, and laid them at
the apostles’ feet; and theyAdsi4:84t35.i but ed t o
Barnabas was one of those who “ havi ng | and, sol d it, and
laid it at tvBe37)apostles’™ feet?”

The apostles received the giving and were responsible for the administration of using
the giving for the welfare of the whole church, but we also know from Paul’s comments in 1
Corinthians 9 that the apostles were also supported through the giving of the brethren, even
to the extent of being able to take a believing wife along with them (1Cor.9:5).

This giving in the first church apparently was far and beyond a tithe, for in the
references given, it appears everything was given as an offering, when land or houses were
sold.



The incident in Acts 5 is not concerning how much was given but that the husband
and wife,“ agreed together to (V9 dlyingthReterSoputhow t of |
much they had received.

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT GIVING
The widow’s mite

“Now Jsat oppssite the treasury and saw how people put money into the
treasury. And many rich put in much.

Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites which make a quadrans.

[A quadran was one quarter of a denarius; a denarius was a labourer’s daily wage. |

So He called His disciples to Himself anc
this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all
put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that $tael, her whole
i vel Mkidld44.”

The treasury

The widow and others were putting their money into the treasury. Apparently this was
a public offering and therewere 6 1 3 c hest s s h dSrleBdgagd 1874 tootnbte u mp e t
v.41]. The Scripture says“ many who wer e Kvidl.lesuy sitting oppositemu ¢ h ”
the treasury, was able to see what people were putting in to the chests. This money was for the
upkeep of the Temple, the house of God in that day.

Giving liberally

Jesus said, “* Gi v d it willaba given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that
you use, It wi || b kBu.6:88e Ehis Bcripturd is &ppliedKiberéllpto y o u ”
include giving of finance, but its context is that of judging one another and alternatively,
forgiving one another. Jesus wants us to be generous to show mercy and forgiveness in
relationships.

The principle of generosity is clearly enshrined in this saying of Jesus and can be
applied to any area of giving, including financial.

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT TITHING
In Matthew 23 Jesus is speaking to the multitudes and to His disciples. The whole
chapter is a strong condemnationof“ t he scri bewhoand Pha Mgs)ess se
But it is addressed to His disciples. This is important because in verse 23 Jesus addresses
the practice of tithing and clearly approves of the practice and in the context, is telling His
disciples that tithing continues.

“Woe t o vy o uRhariseesrhypoaites! Fomydu pay tithe of mint and anise
and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and
faith. These you ought to have Mdi2&23, wit hout
This is an amazing verse! Jesus said that the weightier matters of the law are justice,
mercy and faith. Even faith is at the core of the law! How often have we misunderstood the
law of God; and not understood that the law is the Torah, the teaching, the instruction of
Moses, received from God, teaching us how to love God and how to love our neighbour.

In the context, Jesus is referring to tithing being a practice under the law and that it is
not to be left * u n d ohuteaithing is to be practiced in the greater context of justice, mercy
and faith, by the disciples.



A fulfilment of the law

In Matthew 5, as well as giving us the blessed attitudes that we should seek to
emulate in our lives, Jesus also gives us a new covenant application of the commandments
(Matt.5:21-30). He said,” Do not think that | came to destr
not come t o desl7.rThepoinbtaunderstand is:fwhak i$ the lfutfilment of
tithing since Jesus has come.

“For assuredly, I say t o y,one,otar onkfittle heave
wi || be no means pass awawyl8.fitisoonfor tstoeroclimaw t i | |
that something should no longer be done because we are no longer under the Law. We need to
understand the fulfilment of all things in Christ. And we need to understand how Christian
ministers and ministry are to be supported in the Christian community.

“Whoever therefore breaks one of the | ea
men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaveut, Whoever does and teaches them,
he shall be call ed gr e84t Tithing was doremarkled immgerdhe m o f h

Law; therefore we must take care before we proclaim tithing as no longer an inherently
blessed practice.

The promised blessings

Malachi, the last Old Testament prophet, addressed the issue of tithing and revealed
the wonderful blessings that are promised by God to those who tithe. Is it correct to say,
‘Those blessings were for those who tithed under the law’? Countless millions of God’s
people have proved that those same blessings are released by God today to those who tithe by
faith (Mal.3:10-12). Actually Jesus said that faith was at the heart of the law and therefore
even under the Law, tithing was by faith, as that was the only way to receive the blessing.

But tithing preceded the law and in a sense transcends the law as something of
ongoing worth, even as justice, mercy and faith transcend the law and are eternal expressions
of Godliness in society.

TITHING BEFORE THE LAW
The first mention of tithing is in Genesis 14:20b. Abraham gave to Melchizedek “ a
t i t he.Taif wasair résgonse to Abraham meeting“ Me |l chi zedek ,wh&ki ng o
brought out bread and wi ne; h@en.14vi&.sThispr i e st
Melchizedek then blessed Abram in the name of God Most High. In response to the blessing,
Abraham gave him the tithe.
In terms of the Old Testament, Melchizedek is like a mythical figure. He is mentioned
in Genesis 14 and the only other time, in Psalm 110:4,“ T h e L &RwWornkand will not
relent, “You are a priest forever according
The reference in Psalm 110 is in the context, a reference to Messiah, who would “ s i t
at YAHWEH’ s (v.i).grhthe Old &estainént this Melchizedek is linked to the
Messiah.
Whom did Abram meet?

Jacob became a tithing man
When Jacob dreamed in the place that he named Bethel, he saw visions of God and
heard His voice in the dream. When he awoke he proclaimed,
““How awesome is this place!
% This is none oher than the house of God,

wand this is t(©e28ldt e of heaven”



Jacob then set up the stone as a pillar and proclaimed the name of the place Bethel, which
means ‘house of God’.

Jacob then said
» “And this stone whiclkhel Ghaves dsotusaecs a pil
» and all that You give meGen28®i. | | surely gi
Jacob declared that he was going to be a tithing man from that time on. His commitment to
tithing was because he had a revelation of the living God and a revelation of the house of
God.
Jacob committed his tithe in the context of the building of the house of God.

MELCHIZEDEK

Melchizedek is next mentioned in the Scriptures in Hebrews 5:6 & v10. These
references tell us that the Son, who is Christ, has become High Priest,“ accor di ng t o ¢t h
of Mel c (vil0g taus Rilklfing the promise in Psalm 110.

High Priest
Melchizedek is again mentioned in Hebrews 6:20, confirming that Jesus has become
“High Priest forever according to the order

Like the Son of God

Then in chapter 7 we have a wonderful exposition of Melchizedek: * wi t hout f at h
without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but
made | i ke the Son of Go d(y.3). Mdcmzdekiislikedhe Sorr | e s t
of God.

King of Righteousness

He is a king and a priest; his name, Melchizedek is translated ‘king of righteousness’.
There is only One who is the King of Righteousness: the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jeremiah prophesied His name “ b ywhich He shall be called: YAHWEH
TSI DKENU, t he LORD (@eun23:6)RThigihad Messiang mefersnee "to
Jesus the Messiah.

King of Peace

Melchizedek isalso* ki ng of Sal em, m @Habrvi2)nlgiahkefera g o f I
to the Messiah as “ teh Pr i nc e (Isa.9:6), Rnd &oul eeVealed Himself to Gideon as
YAHWEH SHALOM, the LORD our PEACE (Jud.6:24).

Pre-incarnation appearance?

Melchizedek is a pre-incarnation appearance of the Son of God, that is, an appearance
of God in human form in the Old Testament. Abraham, the father of the faith (Rom.4:16),
gave his tithe to Melchizedek, the king priest, who represented God Most High (Gen.14:19-
20).



TITHING TODAY
The significance of tithing in the New Testament is attested to in these verses in
Hebrews 7. The writer is explaining to us the revelation of “Who Melchizedek is?’

Abraham tithed to Melchizedek
One of the important points that is emphasised more than any other fact given about
Melchizedek, is that Abraham tithed to Melchizedek. Because Abraham is the father of Levi,
through Isaac and Jacob, and because Levi became the ministers under the Old Covenant, the
Scriptures says,* Even Levi who receives tithes, pai d
for he was stillinthe loinsb hi s f at her when(vVMEIL chi zedek me

Tithing under the Law was for the priests
As the ministers of the Old Covenant, the sons of Levi had “ a c ommand ment
receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, ghahey
come from t he I[(wb). Titking onder thd aw veah paimarily for the support
of the priests, the ministers.
The writer to the Hebrews is showing us that while tithing was a required practice
under the law, specifically for the upkeep of the ministers, Abraham’s tithing to Melchizedek
shows us that tithing is something much greater than a requirement of the law.

Melchizedek — a type of Christ
“Now consider how great this man was, t o
a tenth of thes p o i(vl4)sUnder the law the Levites received tithes from their brethren, but
Abraham tithed to Melchizedek, the King Priest, who appeared to him, who gave him bread
and wine and who blessed him.
The Levitical priests who received tithes from their brethren were mortal men, and as
men were subject to death. Melchizedek, as a type of Christ, “ havi ng nei ther be
days nor e(iHed.7:3) fs anlimmfor&al” being — he represents Christ. In type,
Abraham was tithing to Christ.

We are the children of Abraham by faith and so our tithe is given to the King Priest,
even the Lord Jesus Christ. We tithe to one much greater than our brethren. We do not tithe to
a man, but we tithe to the Lord Himself.

A testimony

Some of our support comes through the mail. | was blessed recently to receive a letter
from a sister we know well, and who lives very far from Shiloh centre in Toowoomba. She
gave us news of herself and her husband; she shared their prayer needs; and finally said, ‘I am
including my tithe to God’. I was impressed that she had such an understanding of her tithe.

Tithing is by faith

Tithing for the New Testament believer is by faith, not by commandment. The tithe is
given to God according to revelation: that Jesus is the great High Priest and the reigning King.
The One we tithe to is the Son of God, who remains a priest forever.

Tithing included looking after widows ...
The tithe, the first tenth of all increase we receive, belongs to the Lord (Deut.26:12).
According to the Law, the tithe in the third year was given“ t o t he Levi t e, t he
fatherl ess, dvriild. It tishimerestng th cnate” that the first church gave
precedence to the care of widows (Acts 6:1-4); that Paul gave instructions regarding the care
of widows (1Tim.5:3-16); and James promotes the virtue of looking after widows and
orphans [fatherless] (Ja.1:27).



Do not eat the tithe

The tithe was holy: “ 1 have removed the holy tithe
hou v.&3’
We are not to use the tithe on our own needs: “ | have not (eld en any c

Tithing releases blessing

As a result of faithfully giving the tithe as God directed, the giver was then able to
pray, " Look down from Your holy habitation, fro
| a n(d15). Tithing by faith in obedience to the word of God releases blessing.

We can pray with authority and expectation for God’s blessing. God says,
“Bring al|l the tithes into the storehouse, |
now in this, says the ORD of hosts,
If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that
there wil/ not be room enough to receive it”7

God is speaking afresh regarding tithing.
Let us be careful not to dismiss tithing
as beiumdgthe /law b
and thus rob not only God,
but rob His people of bountiful blessings

and cause there to be a famine

for the word of God in the church.



NFEED YOUR BELLY AN
YOUR ST O M#éekekl0

It is very important that we are fully discipled and properly trained in the word of God
to be able to effectively and fruitfully do the work of the ministry. Let us draw from the
commissioning of Ezekiel to understand more of how we can be prepared for God to send us
and to use us in the work of discipleship in these last days that we live in.

The commissioning of Ezekiel
In the first chapters of the book of Ezekiel, Ezekiel, who was a priest, is being
commissioned to be a prophet. He saw visions beyond the veil; he saw God manifest in very
complex and awe-inspiring visions; he heard the voice of the Almighty and he saw the throne,
“with the appear anc e (Emil:26)aEzekiad sumnied ug the veitmo ve it

saying, “ Thi s was the appearance of the |l ikeness
v.28.
By the Spirit

In chapter two, Ezekiel said,” The Spirit entered me when
me on my feet,; and | h(\e2a Notice thht iths onytbypthe Sprio k et o

that we can relate to and experience God, and be able to obey Him. It is not by words only. In

these days with the availability of the internet, there are many who are speaking many words,

but there are few who are reporting fruitful ministry that is changing people’s lives and

transforming the people of God to become“ t hecbh haf t he (1Tim3ilB)ng God”
The Spirit of God is the agent of transformation in our lives to change us into the

image and likeness of Him who calledus.* But we all , with unveiled

mirror the glory of the Lord, are being trasformed into the same image from glory to

glory, just as byCot3il® Spirit of the Lord”

Sent to arebellious people

God warned Ezekiel that the people he was to be senttowere,“ a r ebel | i ous n
(Eze.2:3)," i mpudent and s(v4).l6tddotd Bzekelh“i Dad rreant” be afr e
t hem, nor be afraid of their wo(v.6).sGod.was. do n

speaking about His people! How similar is the church today?

Then God showed Ezekiel “ a s cr ol | of a btwerklamentationa nd wr
and mour ni nkge2®140. woe”

EAT THE SCROLL

In Ezekiel chapter three, God told Ezekiel,“ Son of man, eat what vy
scroll and go, spe@E@Hk)Themisorderanthiscommsaed: of | sr ael ”
1 Eat this scroll
1 Go

9 Speak to the house of Israel

Many want to go, and do go, before they have received the word themselves. There is
a necessary period of discipleship and training whereby we receive the word of God and
the word becomes part of us. Then when we go, we will be speaking the message of God’s
word.



The message of the word of God will transform, even if the message firsthasto “ r o o t
out and to pull d own, ;andthenltkesvordpeachedavidld btuoe | dhr o
and p@leanlni0)”

Recently | have been reading a book published in 1941 and the author said then, that
the main problem in the church world-wide wasthat, 6 The Chr i sti an church
failed to take seriously and Atatrainipg day att full
SHILOH for the apostolic company recently, | shared a message on this theme: 6 The Gr eat
Commi ssi on r emai Nshawworkwoldd'i | | ed t odayod.

* {Israel and the New Covenably Roderick Campbell}

Go and make disciples

This is the great challenge of today: to motivate the church that meets on Sundays and
often one other time per week, to take seriously the command of Jesus to go and make
disciples. In reality most of the church is functioning in disobedience to Jesus.

We are building ‘churches’, not making disciples. Millions of dollars are being spent
on church facilities while the nation slips inevitably into anti-Christ laws and government, and
the mission to the nations is largely ignored.

The pure word is like honey
Ezekiel was told to eat the scroll. God said to him, “ f eed your belly ai
st omach wi t(Bze.3d:3n Wesneed to fill@dr belly’ with the word of God. Unless
the word of God gets inside of us and is digested fully so that it becomes part of our life, it
will not be possible for“ r i ver s of tolflawwout of gur hearttfaksa translated as
innermost beingand as belly] to give drink to the thirsty who are coming to Jesus (Jn.7:37-
38).
Even as Ezekiel could only receive the word and be lifted up and enabled to speak the
word by the Spirit, so Jesus, when He was speaking of rivers of living water flowing out
from the innermost heart of believers, was referring to the giving of the Holy Spirit
(In.7:39).
Ezekiel said that the scroll, as he ate'it, “ wa s yi momt h | i ke honey i
(Eze.3:3). The Psalmist said that the statutes, commandment and judgements of the
LORD are“ sweeter al so than h@Pnle:§l0)a[teelalsaPsabn honey
119:103].

The word transforms

“The words of putewerds,Uike RiDer wieden a furnace of earth,
puri fi ed PBsdai6eWhentwe retuengo’the Scriptures as they are written, and teach
and preach the pure word of God, the results are amazing.

We testify that in many nations, we have seen many ministers and Christian leaders
transformed as they receive the pure word of God. Too many still go with a denominational or
partisan message, but | promise you, if you will return to the pure word of God and only
speak the word, Jesus will be revealed as the only true God, who manifested in the flesh, and
the brethren you speak to, will be revived in their faith and the church will begin to be
transformed.

GO AND SPEAK
“Son of man, go to the house Hef3:4l sr ael an
Ezekiel was sent to the house of Israel; our primary task today is to reach the church

of Jesus Christ in all of its various, separated parts (v.5-6).
Once we have received the word of God and we have been soundly taught, having the

foundations of the faith properly laid in our understanding, then we are able to be sent.



In October 2010, Janet and | were privileged to sit with Tony Fitzgerald, an
international apostle who leads a large international family of apostolic churches. Tony
summed up the mission that he has been labouring in for over 30 years, as DISCIPLE AND
SEND Tony as an expatriate Australian is now sending missionaries back into Australia.
Hallelujah!

God strengthens and forearms us

Ezekiel was being sent to the house of Israel, people who spoke his language, but God
warned him that they would not listen to the word of God. God said,“ Al | t he house o
are impudent and haréh e a r (Ez.8:5-7).

God said, “ Behol d, I have made your face stro
forehead strongagi nst t h e iviB. Tliedace éslthe rafldcioh of the soul of man
and God was going to strengthen Ezekiel’s character so that he would not flinch when he saw
the faces of people who were fighting against the word of God, expressing their impudence
and hard-heartedness.

The forehead is the hardest part of the head and it is often where we are attacked by
oppressive, negative forces. God said, | will make your forehead“ | i ke adamant st on
t han (©.9).iGedtwds teaching Ezekiel how to withstand attacks that would come when
people refused to receive the word that he was to deliver.

In teaching us on the armour of God, Paul instructs usto “t ake the hel m
s al v a(Eph.@17). The helmet obviously protects our head, including the forehead. The
helmet of salvation suggests that our head is fully covered by the reality of salvation which is
made known to us through the doctrines of the Scriptures. The helmet of salvation, refers to
our being steeped in the word of God and able to stand against all attacks of the enemy.

God makes a way
In the experience of many years of international ministry, we have learnt these lessons
of standing strong and unflinchingly, because often the word of God is resisted by some of the
pastors and leaders. However we are glad to testify that in seven weeks of ministry in five
African nations in May/June of 2010, we were received everywhere we went. God had given
us a rhemaword from Hebrew 10:5-10. The word was simply“ a body you have
f or (wbg dnd this is what God did. He went before us and prepared a body of leaders in
every place who received us as messengers of God and received the word which God gave us
to deliver.

The Spirit lifted him up

Ezekiel was now ready to go. God reminded him againtoreceive“ i nt o your hea
My words that | speak t (Ezeg:d0y, and hear with
God has promised that He will write the word on our hearts (Jer.31:33 & Heb.8:10).
We need to hear the word with spiritual ears. Jesus often said, “* He oWwds ears, let him
h e a(Matt.13:43b).
“Then the Spirit |l i fted me up, and | he s

‘Bl essed is the gl ory &7Z.3:12. iNew tHe SpRiDconfesramdm Hi s
empowers Ezekiel to do the work of the ministry! He heard the voice of God: A great
thunderous voice[Compare this to Ezekiel 1:24].



Ezekiel saw the glory of the LORD
The voice said Blessed is the glory of the LORD from His plac&his is an amazing
confession. God had already revealed Himself in amazing visions to Ezekiel. Now the word
of God is confirming that the glory of YAHWEH would come from His placeand go with
Ezekiel to carry out the mission. How awesome is this!
We are reminded of Moses in Exodus 33, interceding with God, “ I f Your Pr ese
does not go with wus, @d5.not bring us up from

The Commission of Jesus to us

When Jesus commanded us to go and make disciples of all nations, He said, “ L o , Il am
with you al ways, e v éMatt.28:10-20). ihe Coenmistion dhét Jedush e a g e
gave to the apostles, and through the apostles, to the whole church, is to go and make
disciples. This is the only way that the church, which always refers to the members of the
church — the people — can grow to maturity. The work of the church is much more than
evangelism; is much more than getting people saved.

The obedience of faith

The work of the churchisto“ bel i eve i n Hi(dn6:29nh Anmspeetef s ent ”
faith that we often overlook is obedience. James teaches us that without obedience, which is
the work of faith, there is really no faith (Jam.2:17-22).

So what is the work of faith that Jesus gave us to do? “ Go t heref ore an
di sci pl es (@Vatt.28:19). Tomesahlei toadmtlsis; we need to be discipled first. We
need to eat the scroll! There are no shortcuts to being an effective witness and minister of
Jesus Christ.

Necessary training

As we travel the nations and observe what is happening in our own nation, we see that
many who are even in ministry leadership positions are not adequately trained for the work of
the ministry. Many have very little training and others have a denominational training which
can easily lock up the person’s understanding of the Bible into denominational teaching only.

The great need today is for all of us to humble down and study afresh the word of
God. This includes receiving apostles — truly sent ones — who are able to lay the foundation of
Biblical doctrine in our understanding and disciple us in the word of God.



PAUL’S CHARGE TO TIMOTHY

1Timothy

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ

“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Chris{1Tim.1:1a). It appears there is only one kind of
apostle after all: an apostle of Jesus Christ! Actually there are no horizontal or vertical
apostles in the Bible; there are no marketplace apostlé8ut there are apostles of Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS AN APOSTLE?
An apostle is one sentAn apostle is one sent on behalf of another with the authority
of the sender to successfully fulfil that for which he is sent, and to fully represent and make
known the sender.
Jesus told the twelve when He first sent themout:* He who r ecei ves you
and he who receives Me receives the One whe n t Mattel0:40. They were to represent
Jesus and make His Father known in so doing.
Later Jesus told them, * Go t heref ore and make discipl e
them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
observe all things, whatever | commanded you. And behold, | am with you all the days until
t he compl et iMatt28:4920. TheyevereatagmaKe disciples, thoroughly, and in
all generations, until the end of the age.

How is one an apostle of Jesus Christ?
Apostles are called and chosen by Jesus Christ. There is no Bible School to attend and
graduate from.
1 The twelve were appointed by Jesus afterHe“ cont i nued al | ni ght i
(Lu.6:12-13).
1 Matthias was chosen by God through the casting of lots. The other disciple, Joseph,
qualified in that he had been a faithful disciple of Jesus from the beginning, but God
chose Matthias for the office of apostleship at that time (Acts1:21-26).
1 Paul and Barnabas were called by name by the Holy Spirit through a prophetic word
as they ministered to the Lord among the teachers and prophets at Antioch. After the
ministering elders had laid hands on them, they were “* s e n t out by the H
(Acts 13:1-4a). From that time they were called and known as apostles (Acts14:4,14).

WHO IS JESUS?

If one is an apostle of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, then as an apostle, one must be
able to reveal who Jesus is. The divinity of Jesus has been downplayed and even lost in much
of modern, and even traditional Christendom. An apostle of Jesus must preach again the
mystery of godliness:

“God was manifested in the flesh
Justified in the Spirit

Seen by angels

Preached among the nations [Gentiles]
Believed on in the world

Received up in glory 1 Timothy 3:16

The angel revealed to Joseph that the birth of Jesus was the fulfilment of the prophecy
by Isaiah,* Behol d, the virgin shal/ be with Chil d
name | mmanuel , whi ch (Mattl2B8)alesus WaaGoekimdthe @eshtt wi t h



John in writing his gospel declared:

T “I'n the beginning was the Word, and the
Word [more literal]” John.1:1.

T “And the Word became flesh and dwel't amo
glory as of the only begbten of the Father Jnfldl | of gr ac

An apostle of Jesus must know who Jesus is and preach the truth concerning the
manifestation of God in the flesh. Jesus declared, “ Al | aut hority has beel
heaven andMaa®8:18.ar t h”

What does it mean to call Him Christ?

The angel of the Lord told the shepherds,“ For t here is born to vy
city of David a Savi @(uzZl)). Fortonext tlarty @drsrofiJsus t he L
life, His being the Christ was an unknown reality. It was not until after His baptism, and His
receiving of the Spirit without measure, that Jesus started to become known as the Christ,

[Christ being the translation of Messiah].

After Andrew and John had met Jesus, Andrew went and found his brother, Simon
Peter, and said to him,“ We hav e f oun@n.li4l). &VheMNathaniel andt Jesus,
he declared,” You are the Son of Go dV.49) .o tecognitiorof t he Ki
Jesus as King, came out of Nathaniel’s belief in Messiah. In calling Jesus King, he was
recognising Him as the Messiah.

Apostles need to preach, as the early apostles did: “* And daily in the te
every house, they did not cease Actebad2. hi ng and
Philip the evangelist grew up under the apostles and when he went out to preach, “ He
preached the things concerning the KActmgdom ¢
8:12). Philip understood both who Jesus was as ‘God manifested in the flesh’ and ‘that Jesus
is the Christ’.

An apostle by the command of God

“By t he ¢ omma jactondng to a ammaGdotl Godhe Saviour of us,
even Lord Jesus Chlimldh. [Thistista moreHiterg tanslation frans ”
Interlinear Gierglish New Testardesd.tiay P. GRaah$aid he was an apostle by a command
of God. Paul had no doubt about his ministry calling! Paul had no doubt about his
appointment as an apostle (1Cor.12:28).

If one is called to be an apostle, one needs to know the calling and appointment is
from God. As in Paul’s day, today there is questioning and contention concerning the
appointment of apostles by God. It seems that Paul had to state hiscase, “ f or whi c h |
appointed ... an apostle | am speaking the truth in Christ anch o t | (TimR:g)” So
today it is incumbent upon apostles to declare their apostleship and to do the work of the
ministry of the apostle.

THE APOSTLES’ DOCTRINE

Paul’s primary concern as an apostle was for doctrine: “ T h a t they teach
doctrin e (1Tim.1:3). He was concerned that Christian preachersdonot“ gi ve heed t o
and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in
f a i (v.4).Fables are stories with some minimal reference to the truth.



The study of genealogies is putting emphasis on the family tree — a very popular
pastime currently in the West — but all of this is of no true worth. Scripture says,* And i f you
are Christ’s, then you are Abr ahaiGals3:2%. eed, a
Our relationship with Jesus Christ is what is important, not whether we are Jew or Gentile.

Paul is clear: if we preach and teach the apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42), we will be
fulfilling the commandment that the Lord gave: “ Go t her ef odiseiplea ofcdll mak e
nations, baptising them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things, whatever | commanded you. And behold, | am with you
all the days wuntil|l Math28:192@ mpl eti on of the age

Religious practice
Because some have strayed from the true doctrineand® have turned asi de
desiring to be ,theyspeakveithost undefstanding ad they affitm that
which they do not know for sure (1Tim.1:6-7). One may wonder if the Jewish practices being
promoted by some today as being necessary are part of what Paul is condemning.

The law is good

“The | aw is good if onhe uses it lawfully,
righteous person, but for the lawless,or ungodl|l y améimZXI809rThedawnner s
is not an issue for true believers because we walk in the fulfilment of the law because the
Holy Spirit Himself, dwells within us, and “ wi | | put My | aws in their
them on their [our]h e a r(Hels.8:10).

The law is for the unrighteous
Paul says the law isforthe®* unhol y and prof ane, Co for f
and if there is any other t [MTimY9-10)hThdlawiiss con't
part of the teaching. The Hebrew word for law is torah, and this word means: the law, the
teaching, the instructian
“ Al I Scripture is given by inspi
tru

[ r ion o
reproof, for correction,2Tim816. i ns ct i

at
ion in
The apostles’ doctrine, which is the teaching that Jesus commanded in the Great

Commission, is the New Testament application of the teaching of Moses, and the fulfilment
of it (Matt.5:17-18). It is no longer to do with outward observance or ceremonial
significance, but it is to result in:

T “love from a pure heart

1 love from a good conscience

T love from alTsnlihcere faith?”

The law is a tutor to bring us to Christ

The law was given to us as a tutor until faith came“ But bef ore f aith «cz¢
kept unde guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed.
Therefore the | aw was our tutor to bring us
Gal.3:23-25.

DOCTRINE IS ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL

Paul says that sound doctrineis“® acocdad ng t o the gl orious gosp
(1Tim.1:10-11). Doctrine is only sound if it is in accordance to the gospel. Jesus Himself
preached the gospel. This means that everything taught by Jesus in the Gospels is the gospel,



as well as that which was taught by the Holy Spirit through the apostles, of course including
Paul. Sound doctrine is according to the gospel that is written. Therefore our teaching must be
according to that which is written.

Doctrine is entrusted to apostles

Paul said that the gospel “ was commi t t e (.11} ©his iy serious u s t
responsibility that Paul accepted from the Lord. Apostles today need to come to maturity in
Christ and accept the responsibility of preaching and teaching the pure doctrine of the
Scriptures.

Sons can be given the charge
Paul wrote to Timothy, “ a t r ue s o n(1Timl:2)t Bisewherfe Baul tcahls”
Timothy,” my bel oved and f allCorldfi7./| son i n the Lord

» Timothy was loved by Paul; they enjoyed the blessing of a father/son relationship
through the gospel.

» Timothy was faithful: Paul said, * wh o wi | | remind you of my
teach everywher(el?)in every church”

» Timothy was true; that means he would preach and teach the truth. Oh how we all
need to raise beloved, faithful and true sons in the Lord.

THE WHOLE LETTER IS PAUL’S CHARGE TO TIMOTHY

% In CHAPTER 2, Paul charges Timothy concerning prayer in the church. Prayer is to
be offered for all men and for kings and those in authority: * For t hi s i s go
acceptablen the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to
come to the KknoWws4.8@raye fordht natiohisessentralu t h ”

s In CHAPTER 3, Paul sets out qualifications of overseers and deacons as the young
apostle was responsible for such ordinations. He reminds Timothy of the most
important foundation and pillar of the truth: the mystery of Godliness (1Tim.3:15-
16). This foundational tenant of apostolic doctrine has been too often ignored.

L)

% In CHAPTER 4, Paul warns of the great apostasy to come in the latter times. He

again exhorts Timothy to give attention to doctrine.“ I f you i nstruct th
these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of
faith and of the good doctrine whichyoushv e car ef u(vb)y f ol |l owed”

“Tilt b me , give attention to r@aditisgpad t o e X
to read Scriptures. All of our teaching should be clearly opening up the Scriptures.

Expository teaching [unfolding Scripture verse by verse, bridging the language,

cultural and historical gaps between the time of the Scripture being written and today]

is rare in the churches today. Too many sermons are really motivational talks. One

does not need a Bible to follow them.

“Take hoarsetf ant to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you

will save both yourséleh and those who hea



% In CHAPTER 5, Paul is teaching sound doctrine:

0 Respect for elders (v.1), and honouring elders, rewarding them financially and

especiallythose® who | abour in tHwel7)Jword and docH
o Paul gives instruction regarding the treatment of women “ wi t h al | pur
(v.2).

o care of widows (v.3-16); this must be very important as Paul devotes so many
verses to instructing Timothy about the care of widows.

s In CHAPTER 6, Paul continues teaching sound doctrine:
0 The honouring of masters (v.1-2);
o For Paul, sound doctrine is speaking wholesome words and avoiding“ us el es s
wranglingso f  m(e35).
0 He exhorts Timothy to “ p u r rghie@usness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
gent | é&nilgss”

He finally commits to Timothy’s trust the
responsibility of sound and pure doctrine in the church
(1Tim.6:20-21).



THE COMMISSION

GRACE AND APOSTLESHIP

We have received grace and apostleship

“Through Him we have received grace and
among all nat i oRoml:5f The worH apsstleshi@a carealso be rendered
commissionThe way that we fulfil the great Commission (Matt.28:18-20) is through grace
and apostleship. Nations will be positioned to hearthe word of the Gospel when apostles are
sent to them and received. This is a work of God’s grace. He goes before us, opening the
doors.

It is important to obey Jesus in the great Commission. He said, “ Teachi ng t hem
observe all t hings t (Matt28:20). hiatheecommandmenia thatl e d y 0
Jesus gave us that we are to teach. Jesus came to fulfil “ t h e Law and the F
(Matt.5:17), showing us how to fully keep the law in that sense. We are to teach the
fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets in Christ Jesus. And we are to be doing this until He
comes, “ L o, I am with you al WMay.88;20).t @ dohetbyethee nd o f
power of the Holy Spirit and the grace of the Lord working within us.

There are no limits

There are no limits to the commission! There are no boundaries, except what the
LORD allows. See Acts 16:6-10. In these verses God guided Paul and the team to go where
the door was open, preventing them from going where the door was not yet opened — it
opened in the province of Asia later. Ephesus was in Asia.

Not a network but an apostolic ministry serving the nations

The apostleship that we are serving in by grace is not so much to preach a gospel of
salvation and plant new churches, but to go as a servant ministry to ministers and churches in
the nations. Our goal is not to establish new churches; it is not to start another network, which
can easily become another division in the body.

Our goal is to build up the body and specifically do that by meeting with pastors and
ministers in seminars and conferences, short term schools; and developing relationships with
the ones that God joins.

We are part of a ministry that is called by Jesus to make disciples — this is a service to
the nations worldwide.

The joining of brethren to us is not the same as joining a network; it is not to join an
organisation in any way; it is to grow in a mentoring and fathering relationship when God
grants such relationships. We are sent to the nations to teach the word and to father the
brethren in the Gospel.

Every nation is to be reached

In Galatians 2:7-8, we read that Paul’s apostleship was to the Gentiles and that
Peter’s apostleship was to the Jews. What is our apostleship? It is to go to all nations; to reach
every nation on the earth with the word of God, just as Jesus commanded. While our ministry
is to the Gentile nations, we hope that one day God will take us to Israel to preach to the
‘circumcised’.



The need for training

God is willing to use everyone who is willing to go, but before we go, we need to be
trained. Jesus made many disciples but He did not send them out to minister until they were
trained. “Disciple and send!” is how one apostle put it. Discipling includes training. The
work is to disciple, train and send out and to continue to father those in the ministry
work.

It is time to volunteer

God will open the door for you! There is room for everyone who is willing to be
discipled and to serve. God is calling for people who willbe “ vol unt eer s i
p o we(Ps’110:3). Now is the day of God’s power! You are invited to join in the
Commission — the apostleship!

There is fruit of apostleship

When Paul wrote to the Corinthians he said, “ | f ot aa apostie to others, yet

doubtl ess | am to you. For you 4QCoe9:2tl bae
only effectively release apostolic grace to those who receive me as an apostle of Jesus Christ.
Those who receive me become the seal or proof of my apostleship in the Lord.

There must be fruit in the lives of the brethren that the apostle ministers to. The fruit is
spiritual children being raised up into meaningful ministry in the Lord. God blessed Adam
andEveto® be frui t fwiGend:@8 mul ti pl

Preparing disciples to minister
Our sphere grows as Christ the Lord sends us. God keeps opening doors
internationally, and within Australia. In our home base we concentrate on training and
equipping, releasing brethren to function in their area of gifting. To this end:
1 we provide training where every member who wishes is trained, being given
opportunity to learn to teach and share the word
9 we function in house churches which we see as the Biblical configuration of the
church and in the smaller house meetings, every member is able to participate and
contribute, even including children.
1 we equip people to minister by the Spirit and to function in the spiritual gifts
9 we train people in the practics of reaching people in the community
What is the work?
The work is great! The work is the harvest. The harvest is in every nation and many
countries have already opened up to the ministry of apostleship. Many of the ministers in the
nations are hungry for more.

1. Harvest speaks of maturity; so the work of the harvest is bringing all the saints to
maturity. This involves discipleship and training.

2. The harvest is the harvest of righteousness: this is the sons coming to maturity as they
grow up in the world where Jesus has planted them (Matt.13:37-43).

3. ltis a harvest wherein every member is fitted and functioning (Eph.2:21; 4:16).

4. The harvest is the work of preaching, apostleship and teaching the Gentiles [all men]
in faith and truth (1Tim.2:7).

t

he

seal



A BELOVED, FAITHFUL AND TRUE SON IN THE LORD

The Apostolic ministry is being restored in our day so that there can be a generation of
Beloved, Faithful and True sons in the Lord. The heart of a true apostle is to raise sons to
God. The purpose of spiritual fathering is to bring sons to maturity in Christ so that they can
be sent out into the world to represent Jesus, our Father (Phil.2:19-24).

1 Beloved - Paul said of Timothy,” For t hi s reason | have sen
my bel oved. . . (Lord:1l7).n t he Lord”
Beloved speaks of relationship — when Jesus was baptised the Father spoke from
heaven saying,* Thi s 1 s My Bel oved Son(Math3:1%xhom I
Paul had a love for Timothy as a father in the Lord and they shared a close
relationship. Paul says of Timothy that“ a s a s s fathemhe sehvediwith me in
t he g @BkilR:@2).”

1 Faithful-* For this reason | have sent Timothy
t he LI&Cord:17). Timothy remained faithful in representing Paul in the Lord —
they did the family business together (Phil.2:21-22).
Paul could trust Timothyto* r e mi nd you of (Gor.dWd. Yiswothy n Chr i
was not coming up with his own ways but was faithful to Paul as a father in Christ
having “careful |y foll owed hi s docairtim.e.,. . ih;
(2Tim.3:10).

T True-“To Ti mot hy, a t(Tunel:2)sTanothyiwasatruasen.Heai t h”
was raised up by Paul to teach the truth and to be faithful to preach the pure Word of
God.
Truesons“ t each no o (1him.t:3) Witoliketlesus theg dre able to say,
“My doctrine i1Is not Mi(Jn.€:16). Toue $ons tdachsthe wh o s ¢
apostolic doctrine — the Word of God.
“Hol d fast the pattern of sound words whi
Chri st 2Timeldu s”

Discipled, Trained, Sent Out

Timothy was a good disciple who was well spoken of by the brethren in Lystra and
Iconium (Acts16:1-2). He had been taught the Word of God and had a good testimony. When
Paul met him, he saw that this young man was called to serve in the ministry and needed to be
trained (Acts16:2-3). Timothy was willing to leave everything for the call of God and go on
team with Paul and learn the apostolic ministry. Eventually Paul was able to send him out as a
“bel oved lansdonf aint htfhue Lor d”

Beloved, faithful and true sons will be preaching and teaching Jesus as the Christ
(Acts5:42),“ cont ending earnestly for the faith tha
(Jude 3) and will not be preaching”® any ot héGall:glospel ”

THREE AREAS TO ADDRESS

1. The Prosperity Doctrine has bankrupted the Church
In recent times there has been much teaching emphasising that God wants all His
people to be rich in worldly terms. People have preached that we can name what we want and
claim it in the name of Jesus. There has been a misguided understanding of the inheritance
our Father wants to give us and it has caused the Church to be bankrupt spiritually.



Jesus told the Church in Laodicea,* So t hen, bec aams.éwillwamit ar e |
you out of My mout h. Because you say, “1 am
not h-iamgl do not know t hat you are wretched,
(Rev.3:16-17).

True wealth is having the Word of God “ dwe |l |y riinchly with al
(Col.3:16). True spiritual riches is coming to the revelation of “t he ri ches of Hi
(Col.1:27)," attaining to al/l riches of the full as
of the mystery of God, both of the Fathemd of Christ, in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wi s @Cd.mMm2-3a Thts is Wwhatamakkeseudrigheahd able to
manifest the knowledge of God’s glory in the earth!

2. The Imminent Rapture teaching has left the Church without vision

It has been the case that many nowadays are preaching an imminent rapture of the
church out of the world to escape tribulation. People have not been taughtthat “ t r i bul at i o
produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hopehdfmevdoes
not disappoint us because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit who wRos58&53%).ven to us’”

It is through suffering and tribulation that we enter the glory! The vision and destiny
of the church is to enter the glory! Paul says “ F o r I consider that t he
present time are not worthy to be compared
(Rom.8:18).

The glory to be revealed inusis“ Chr i st i n us, (Colh:g7) hepe of
hope of the gospel is not an imminent rapture out of tribulation but that through suffering God
“wi || perfect, establ i (sPat5:10sandr“ecnogntf hoernrm aynodu st ec

i mage of (Réim.8x9).Son”
The work of the ministry is to bring the disciples to maturity.

3. Fear of anti-Christ and One World Government preaching has
intimidated the Church
Many who love to share “end times” teaching have a focus on an anti-Christ ruler and
specialise in prophetically interpreting newspaper clippings of world events leading to a fear
of the devil taking over the world. The apostles did not preach the Anti-Christ — they
taught and preached Jesus as the Christ (Acts5:42).
In the times of the early church there as a one world government called the Roman
Empire. They also had a string of anti-Christ emperors who had many Christians killed for
their faith. In the midst of this system, the apostle Paul and his companions had this
accusation against them:* These who have turned cobrhechereavor | d
t 0 @Actsl7:6). This was because they were “ act i ng contrary to the
saying there is another kingJ e s (Ast817:7).
God is raising a victorious, militant, bold and glorious Church in the earth! We are
not to fear the devil but to have faith in the Word of God. We are to be obedient to make
disciples, baptise and teach. Jesus will be with us to the end of the age as we do this
(Matt.28:19-20),andthe“ ear t h  wi | | be filled with the kn
asthevat er s covdab2:ld)he sea”
Let us preach Christ.



TIME FOR REFORMATION

God has appointed an order of ministry
AANd God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third

teacher s, (Bobrtl228). Godis@Hhurch has an drder that is set in place to release
it to function in accordance with God’s plan. When apostles are restored, “ t he whol e cou
of G(@as20:27) is again made known and all the ministries then have an apostolic
foundation to work from (Eph.2:20), so that we are all participating in the work of the
Commission.

There are many who use the title ‘apostle’ today, but are not doing the work of the
apostle. Some apostles who are very gifted, have sponsored exclusive networks that divide the
body again.

The 2-fold task of the apostolic ministry

) To make known the sender. Apostles are ones “sent forth” to fully represent
the one that sent them. Jesus as the Apostle of God (Heb.3:1), revealed and
made known the Father who sent Him. He said,“ | f you have seen
have seen (dnh4e9). WhantJdsue sent out the twelve He said, “ H e
who receives you receives Me, and He who receives Me receives Him who
s ent MmelDd:40. The Apostolic Commission is to reveal and represent
Jesus, the Sender. In so doing the Father will be revealed.

i) To build the House of God. The apostolic work that Jesus came to do was to
build the house of God. He said, “ |  wi | | b ui (Mdtt.16/B). Theh ur ¢ h”
apostles he raised up were foundation stones in the building of the house. The
apostle Paul said that he was given graceas“ a wi s e masandtat bui |
he“ 1l ai d a f(XCarB:d0n The anlly foundation is the revelation of
Jesus the Messiah (1Cor.3:11). Now, Jesus has given the five-fold ministry for
the* e d i fbyildinlggpl]of t he b o dBph4olf-12)Chr i st ”

An example of the church functioning in apostolic order

Cleansing and purification brings increase
In Acts 5 we have the sobering story of Ananias and Sapphira ‘lying against the Holy
Spirit’ and losing their lives in the presence of the church meeting (v.1-10). The result of this

wasthat®* gr eat fear came upon all t he ch(@asch and
5:11). This led to a fresh release of signs and wonders and powerful ministry through the
apostlesand “ bel i evers were increasingly added to
w o me(h:14).

We must obey God rather than men

As a result of the increase of believers, the apostles were thrown into prison but were
dramatically released and commanded by an angel to “ Go , stand i n the temp
the people all (Aate5:1vwad)r Tdhis led dofanotherhtrialsbefdreithé hegh
priest and the council and finally the apostles told the council,” We ought to obey (
t han (@m&®)n"”

Preaching daily

When they were let go, they continued in the ministry,and“ dai Iy i n the t el
in every house, they did not cease teaching
(Acts 5:42).



Led to multiplication
This led to the number of disciples multiplying as the word was being released by the
apostles (Acts 6:1).

Dealing with a practical concern — Acts 6:1-7

There arose a complaint among Greek speaking Jewish widows, who were being
looked after by the church, and the complaint was brought to the apostles (v.1).

The twelve apostles knew that they should not leave the ministry of the Word for the
practical business of serving tables. Today we would call it welfare ministry (v.2).

There are two ministries mentioned:
i.  ministry of the Word of God
ii.  ministry of serving tables.

Others are to be appointed to the work of practical ministry —v.3

Those who are called to the five-fold ministry should concentrate on the ministry of
the word of God, and appoint others “ over this businessof serving tables.

The apostles saw the need for more ministers to be appointed — ministers that they
could® appoint over this business”

The apostles were bringing order and the requirements for these new ministers were
thatthe menhadtobe“ of g o o d [ther lpves had ¢hanged], full of the Holy Spirit
and wi.sdom”

Prayer and the ministry of the word
The apostles knew that they must® gi ve t hemsel ves continuall
mini stry of(v4d.he word”
91 Prayer is relationship with God — through prayer we open ourselves to the Spirit of
God for Himtorelease* wi sdom andEphtMe!| ati on”
1 Ministry of the Word — flows out of prayer, by the power of the Spirit

Deacons were ordained
Seven were chosen and brought to the apostles so that they could set them in place as
deacons through the laying on of hands (Acts 6:5-6).

A fresh release came to fulfil the commission — Acts 6:7.
As a result the church received grace to fulfil the commission:
» “Then the word of God spread,
» and the number of disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem,
» and a great many of the priests became o0b
A fresh revival broke out in Jerusalem!

This is grace and apostleship at work bringing
nations to obedience to the faith (Rom.1:5)

The Church that is set in apostolic order
will be released to fulfil the Great Commission!



THE SHAKING AND THE SIGNET

THE HOUSE OF GOD IS TOBE BUILT

Haggai was a restoration prophet sent to the people who had returned from the
Babylonian exile to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. Zerubbabel was the governor of
Judah and the one responsible for the work. His co-worker was Joshua the high priest. The
work on the house of God was stalled and the remnant people who had returned to Jerusalem
to rebuild the house of God had become sidetracked, away from the work, and were
concentrating on their own priorities, building theirown“ panel | éHagllo uses”

The Church is broken down

In Haggai 1:2-4 the LORD of hosts is bringing a correction and a challenge to His
people regarding the building of His house [temple]. God’s people had become focused on
their own needs and had forgotten that God’s house was “ i n  r (w4). N& 6ne was
interested in building God’s house. Likewise today, many are busy building something for
themselves but they are not building the house of God.

Consider your ways

The LORD says, “ Consi der Y&)uRive timesynsthis short book, God
challenges His people to consider their ways [v.5, v.7, v15, v18 twice]. Maybe this challenge
to ‘consider’, to ‘stop and take heed’, is actually a call to repentance. The call is going forth to
God’s people today: is what you are doing in your personal and family life and in the life of
the church where you fellowship, giving priority to the commandment of Jesus? Jesus said,
“Go and ma k(Matt@8:18)ci pl es”

God'’s glory will be in His house

In verse 6 the LORD is telling His people that they are not prospering as they should
be. They have been putting in a lot of effort but with very little or no reward. Many today are
working hard in the ministry, but not seeing any fruit from their labours; or putting much
effort into having a ‘successful’ ministry but still seeing people become frustrated or
disillusioned. The LORD again says, * Cons i der bausralling dig gedple to
come back to his original purpose, which is to have a dwelling place in the earth which will

be full of His glory. He instructs His peopleto“ bui | d t he temple [ house
pl easure i n i t(Hag@lBl). Goddold ¢lbses m iINdmbersdld:21“ but trul vy,
as | Il i ve, al | the earth shall be filled wit

Disobedience brings judgement

Because of the disobedience of God’s people to build His house, God judged His
people.®* You | ooked for much, but i ndeed it came
bl ew i (HagdW®waWhy?“ Because of My  h o,sagsahe LORERL. t is i
God called for the drought as judgement on His people (v.10-11).

THERE IS A REMNANT RESPONDING

God is looking for a remnant people who will hear His voice and obey His
instructions.* Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
high priest, withall the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God,
and the words of Haggali the proph@it2),Theas t he
people heard the word through the voice of the prophet; the one God sent to them. Likewise



today God is raising and sending apostles to speak forth His word, instructing His people how
to conduct themselves in the house of God (1Tim.3:15).

God is raising a remnant in our day and the remnant is made up of those people who
have embraced the call to grow to maturity, and thus take responsibility to be obedient to the
commandments of the Lord.

His Presence is with the remnant
There are a remnant people who have heard the call and are responding. Many may
feel they are disqualified; many may feel that the work is too great; that the church is too
divided and broken to ever become the glorious body of Messiah in the earth; but God
promises His people “ | am wiHad:13p)oG@od wants His house to be built and He
has promised to be withus: “* And dm, wilt h you al ways, even t
(Matt.28:20).

Itis by the Spirit that we work

Thenthe LORD“ st i rred up the spirit of Zerubbal
and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and workedhe house of
the LORD of h o(dag.k14). Thehheuse rof GGlocah”only be built in full
cooperation with God. “ Unl ess t he LORD builds the house,
i t(Ps.127:1a).

The house of the Lord today is the church (1Tim.3:15), and the house belongs to
Christ: “ Chri st as a Son over Hi s (ble.8:6). Hesusiis e , wh
building His house, His way, according to His pattern. It is not the denominational way! It is
not the independent way! It is not the Pentecostal way! It is according to His pattern revealed
in the Scripture.

Once again a spiritual stirring is happening to awaken God’s people, even as happened
in the days of Haggai, to come forth as a remnant people and to be part of the building of His
house in the earth today. God’s house is a spiritual house and it will be built “ not by mi gh
nor by power, but by My @qhd6). t,’ says the LO

The glory of the latter house shall be greater

In Haggai 2:3, the prophet asks, ©* Wh o i s nd yeu who sawnthis house in its
former glory? And h Wehaw the tegtimony of theechurchtin the o w? ”
Book of Acts and could ask a similar question. Or maybe we have seen some wonderful
things in our own life-time in the Lord and we thought ‘this is it’, only to see that particular
move fade away.

But the promiseis:“ * The gl ory of this | atter house
says the LORD of host s, “And in this place
(v.9). Restoration is happening! Now isthetimeto® be st r ong (v4). . and wor k'

Before Jesus ascended into heaven He gave a commission to His disciples, “ G o
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and othe Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that | have
c o mma n d e d(Matt®8119-20). This is the work we are to do; to make disciples. If we
are doing this, He has promised to be with us.



THE SHAKING

God has given us His Spirit to empower us to do the work He has commissioned us to
do;“ My Spirit remai ns (dHag@:5).gvuch is happenidgonthawotld f ear ”
today that is causing many to fear. God does not want His people to fear, but to see His
purposes in what is happening.“ For t hus says the LORD of host
while) | will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; and | will shake all nations, and
they shal/l come to the Desire of Al Nati on:¢
LORDoO f h blay.:6-7. All of creation: heaven, earth, sea and land; all nations, will be
shaken, so that they will come to Jesus.

A glorious house will be built
God is serious about His house being built; God is serious about all the nations
coming to Him, through Jesus Christ. The Psalmist said, “ Al | nati ons whom Yol
shall come and worship before YBs#869 O Lord, a
Isaiah prophesied,” Now it shall come to pass in the
t he L OR§r’ skall be@stablished on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted
above the hills andlsa222 nations shall fl ow t
The church is the house of God (1Tim.3:15), and God’s house will be glorious, “ t h a t
He might present her to Himself a gimus church, not having spot of wrinkle or any such
t hing, but that she s hoEphdb:27b@&dwilbhavyaglarmid wi t ho
church built in the earth, but for it to come forth we must pass through the judgements.

The judgements are:
1 For refining
The judgements are a refining. God wants His people to be a holy people set apart
unto Him. In Haggai 2:11-14 the prophet is teaching that holiness cannot be caught, but
unholiness can. We are to be a people who are set apart, not touching the unholy things, “ B u t
as He who called you is holy, you also be ho
holy, f or(lRetld46n hol y’ ”

i To stir up God’s people to work
The shaking and the judgements are to stir up God’s people to do the work of building
His house, and to draw the attention of all people to God. No one can control natural disasters.
Even governments are powerless when widespread protest movements arise in the nations.
We are living in a time of great trouble. Truly the shakings, even since the year 2000, have
been shocking and alarming.

1 Unprecedented in severity

So many things have happened from the 9/11/2001 attacks in USA to a recent flood in
our own city, here in Toowoomba, Australia. Toowoomba is a city set on a mountain top.
Naturally one would think it would be impossible for Toowoomba to be flooded on a
mountain top, without any major water course running through it. And yet on January 10"
2011, our city experienced the most horrendous flash flooding, that seemed to come from
nowhere; it gathered strength so quickly, with water running up to seven metres deep and
scores of metres wide, such as had never been seen before.

The house is built of living stones

The house is built stone upon stone (Hag.2:15). These stones are living stones, “ b ei n g
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God t hr ough (IPet&:b).sThe@hndatios tock is Christ Himself (1Cor.3:11).



Now is the time to work, to plant and to build. If we do this then God will bless us as we work
with Him (Hag.2:19b).

THE SIGNET
The final verses of Haggai (2:20-23) warn of continuing shakings. Through this God
will destroy all opposition to His rule. Man’s kingdoms will be overthrown and destroyed
(v.22). The word of God confirms this promise:
“Yet once more | shake no(Hebd2iZe)y t he earth
“‘“Yet once more’, indicates the removal 0
things that are made, that the things whichcarot b e s h a k e(heb.t22%. r emai n’
“We are receiving a ki ngtherefore welare to kervec ann ot
God “acceptably with r e\Hebl2:28r én otkenwordsgas thé¢ v f e a
shakings and judgements continue, the members of His body are to do the work of the
ministry, which is to make disciples.

Zerubbabel as a type
According to Strong’s Concordance #2368 Heb., a signet comes from a word meaning

a signature ring.lt is also translated in the Old Testament as seal. In the context of Haggai

2:23 and this short prophetic book, God says, “ | n t hat day | wi || t ake

servant, and will make you | i ke a signet; fo
Zerubbabel is to fulfil his ministry as the one charged with the rebuilding of the

house of God. He was the governor; the one with the leadership responsibility for the

building of the house.

A type of Christ

Zerubbabel is a type of Christ in that he is in the godly line of David and is mentioned
in the genealogy of Jesus in Luke 3:27. In His designated ministry as the one responsible for
the building of the house and the one with governmental authority, he is a type of Messiah, as
prophesied by Nathan in 2 Samuel 7:12-13.

A type of the apostle

Zerubbabel is also a type of the apostle. An apostle is one sent by the Lord to represent
the Lord and make Him known and to fulfil the apostolic task, which is, to build the house of
God. We learn from Zechariah 4 that Zerubbabel would “ br i ng forth the ca
shout s ack, ‘' Gr(adn;thisrefas toithe completion of the building of the walls
of the house.

Zechariah 4:9 declares“ t he hands of Zerubbabel have |
house [templ e]; hi s Jasasis ths Onswhaldid the foundatmn of i ni s h
the church (Matt.16:18-19) and Jesus is the One who will also finish the building of the
church (Eph.5:26-27), which is the house of God. Again we see the type of Christ in
Zerubbabel, but we also see the apostolic ministry foreshadowed.

Like a signet
In the context of Zerubbabel being the leader and the minister responsible for the

completion of the house of God, God said, “ |  wi | | ma k e .yZerubbaleliinkie a s ¢
designated ministry given to him by God, and chosen by God to be that minister, will be like
a signet.

As Zerubbabel went about fulfilling his ministry, he was as God’s sign that the work
would be completed. Zerubbabel is not taking the place of the Holy Spirit, or of Jesus, but he



is the representative of the LORD God, and when people saw Zerubbabel and heard him, they
were able to be reminded that through them God would complete the work.

Likewise Jesus raised and sent apostles and told them“* He who r ecei ves

Me, and he who receives Me receives Him whe@ n t (MMt 10:40).

A sign that the church will be built

The emergence of apostles in these latter days is like God’s signet, that is, God’s
signature or sign that the church will be built in the earth today in the midst of the serious
shakings that are happening all over.

God is sending apostles forth with a clear word that pastors and ministry leaders in
cities and nations are receiving and responding to. The foundations of the church are
strengthened and the leaders can begin to build. As a result of receiving an apostle they can
now see the way forward. God seals the word by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of those who
receive an apostle and they are transformed by the word.

Now is the time for apostles to go forth

Worldwide, the church is active. Ministers everywhere are pressing in, but often not
knowing the way forward. God is raising [choosing], appointing and sending apostles to bring
to the church the knowledge of the revelation of His will for the church; in other words
showing the way forward; showing the way to build.

In that sense apostles are like a signet. They come in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ; they speak His word; they give understanding by the Holy Spirit of what God is doing.
This comes by opening up the word, by laying again a true foundation and making known the
master plan as it is revealed to the apostles.

Apostles are as or like a signet, a signature ring, sent by God and bearing witness to

y C

the one who sends and bringing afreshthe “ t eac hi ng ajloffidespst @ac ICihmg st ”

(Acts 5:42), and laying again the only foundation that can be laid, “* whi ch i s
(1Cor.3:11).

Apostles are a ‘sent’ ministry

There is no way that apostles are ever anything more than apostles, sent to represent
and make known the Lord Jesus Christ and to do the work for which they are sent. The
apostles have a key role to play in bringing the church to completion or maturity (Eph.4:11-
16), to bring the revelation of the mystery as given by the Holy Spirit (Eph.3:2-5), and to be a
reliable foundation ministry on which the church can be built into the only cornerstone, which
is* Jesus Chr (Epht2:1922)ms e | f ”

The work is by the Spirit

Zerubbabel, being like a signet, in no way usurps or replaces the work of the Holy
Spirit. In the book of Haggai, the Lord sent a prophet to them and the Scripture says, they
believed the word of the prophet (Hag.1:12); then the Lord sent the Spirit to stir them up and
enable them to do the work (1:14 & 2:4-5). They could only do the work by the Spirit, and
the work was to build the house of God. The work was to be done in obedience to the word of
God that they had been reminded of through the prophet.

The work was ‘the Father’s work’, and the work today is to build the house of God,
apostles being the master builders (1Cor.3:10).

Jesus



The work is to plant and to build
The work is to plant and to build, but not until there is some rooting out and pulling

down; even some destruction and throwing down (Jer.1:10). Paul says* For we ar e Go

fellow worke r s ; you are God’ s f i €Cod3:9). Yhe workasrtoe
plant in the field as God’s fellow workers; the work is to build the house of God as God’s
fellow builders. The Father’s work is for us to plant and build as He leads, instructs and
makes the way open.

DAYS OF GREAT SHAKINGS

Applying the Old Testament to the New

In these days there are great shakings. Hebrews 12:26-27 quotes directly from
Haggai 2:6, applying the warnings of the shakings in Haggai to today — the New Testament
world. We are not wrong to follow apostolic New Testament hermeneutics [biblical
interpretation] as exemplified for us by Jesus and the New Testament writers. Hebrews 12
illustrates for us how to interpret and apply Old Testament prophesies, thereby opening up
understanding of what God is doing today, through the Old Testament types and teaching.
The writer to the Hebrews directly applies what Haggai prophesied to what God is doing in
these days through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

God is at work in the midst of the shakings

The shakings seem to be increasing. The word of God is being fulfilled and in the
midst of the shakings God is sending forth His apostles with a clear foundational and
revelational word that strengthens the church and enables the church to grow toward maturity.
In that sense apostles are like a signet, sent by God to announce, proclaim and encourage the
people of God to know that God is at work; to know that the shakings are for the purpose of
turning the nations to Jesus Christ; and that it is time to check our foundations; that Jesus is
building His church and it is to be built according to the Scriptural pattern.

o/l n t,Baygthed@RP of hosts, | will take you,
Zerubbabel My servatfte son of Shealtiel, says the LORD,
am will make you like a signet [ring];
for  have chosenyog,ay s t he L ORD of
Haggai 2:23
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